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Raid 



THE WASHINGTON POST 

on POW 



irrom News Dispatches 
Critics of the administration 
clashed with its supporters in 
the Congress yesterday over 
whether , the unsuccessful 
American raid on a North Vi- 
etnainese prisoner-of-war 
camp betrayed an intelligeace 
-failure and jeopardized the 
lives of American prisoners. 

Senate Democratic Leader 
Mike Mansfield (Mont.) ques- 
tioned “the reliability of our 
intelligence” in a raid on a 
camp that had been vacated 
for several weeks. He and Sen. 
George D. Aiken of Vermont, 
ranking Republican on the 
Foreign Relations Committee, 
expressed concern for the 
safety of Americans still held 
prisoner by North Vietnam. 

Sen. Charles H. Percy (R- 
111.) also said he was “dis- 
turbed our intelligence was 
not accurate” and termed the 
raid a dangerous military esca- 
lation of the war. 

Senate GOP leader Hugh 
Scott and House GOP whip 
Leslie Arends attacked critics 



of the raid. “All the doves im- 
mediately fluttered their 
feathers and took a nose dive 
at the President,” said Scott. 
“I wonder what they would be 
saying had several hundred 
American prisoners have been 
found and released,” said Ar- 
ends. 

Sen. Edmund S. Muskie (D- 
Maine) said a repetition of the 
prison camp raid would be 
“risking an escalation of the 
war.” 

On the Senate floor, Muskie 
said compassion for the pris- 
oners, and opposition to the 
practices of the North Viet- 
namese, “should not blind us 
to the follies of the adminis- 
tration’s latest military adven- 
ture. 

“I am troubled . . . that even 
a success in this instance 
would stillfhave been a failure 
for hundreds of other prison- 
ers,” he said, because it fur- 
ther disrupts chances for a ne- 
gotiated settlement that would 
free all the prisoners. 

In an exchange with Muskie, 




Sen. Robert Dole (R-Kan.) de- 
fended the raid, saying Ameri- 
cans are dying in North Viet- 
namese prison camps, and the 
United States cannot wait in- 
definitely for negotiations to 
make some progress. 

“It was a bold effort by cou- 
rageous men who would do it 
again — and I hope they do,” 
Dole said. 

“How many men must die in 
prison camps, how many 
women must be told they’re 
widows, how many children 
must be told they’re father- 
less, before we make some re- 
sponse?” Dole asked in the 
Senate. 

He said if new opportunities 
for rescue attempts should 
occur, the United States 
should take them. 

“That doesn’t mean any en- 
largement of the war,” he 
said. Dole said he had talked 
earlier with three women 
whose husbands are prisoners 
of war, and “I’m willing to ac- 
cept their statement that ‘it’s 
better to have my husband die 
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